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plead any warrant, but undertook to justify Iris proceeding by law. This amounted under the circumstances to an assertion that by law any father might at his own discretion break into anybody's house on pretense of seeking a fugitive daughter ; and considering who he was that asserted it, they judged it necessary to deal with and settle the question.
" Upon all which matter the Board thought fit that because it appeared that so great a riot now in the King's absence, and by a person of that quality, was fit severely to be punished ; the rather for that he called no constable or other officer unto him, as he confessed, but took upon him, being the party grieved, to be vindex doloris proprii, contrary to all government; and for that the King's Attorney being present maintained the law to be to the contrary, so as there was no fit means to admit him to his justification but by a legal prosecution: order was given by the Board that the Attorney General should prefer an information into the Court of Star Chamber against Sir Edward Coke for the force and riot used by him upon the house of Sir Edmond Withipole, to be in that court heard and sentenced as justice shall appertain."
This order was given on Tuesday afternoon, the 15th of July, and it was the practical conclusion of the Council for the present upon the allegations in Lady Hatton's petition. But this course would take time, and how was the young lady to be disposed of in the interval ?
ft To prevent all new occasion of tumult or breach of peace, it was thought fit that their daughter should be disposed into some convenient place agreeable to her worth and quality until further order were taken. For which purpose choice was made, by consent of Sir Edward Coke and his lady, of the house of the Lord Kuivett near Staines; and in the mean time, until the Lord Knivett should return his answer, she was disposed to the house of his Majesty's Attorney General. And we likewise . enjoined Sir Edward Coke and his lady in the behalf of her friends to forbear all occasion of violence or disturbance whatso-
vot,. 11.                16er circumstances too long to trouble his Majesty withal.
